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REPORT.
The Council beg to submit their Annual Report for the

year 1888 to the General Assembly of the Royal Scottish

Academy, as follows :

—

I. The Sixty-second Exhibition was opened on Saturday

the 18th of February, and was closed on Saturday the 19th

of May. It contained 972 Paintings in Oil and Water-

Colour, and 33 works in Sculpture.

II. As a mark of respect for the President, and sympathy

with him in the illness from which he then suffered, it was

resolved at the Statutory General Assembly of the Acade-

micians, held on the 10th of February, to dispense with the

Annual Dinner, usually held on the eve of the public

opening of the Exhibition.

At the same meeting Robert Alexander was elected an

Academician to fill the vacancy caused by the death of

J. M. Barclay. This election, and the death of T. Stuart

Burnett and John Irvine, has caused three vacancies in the

rank of Associate, which will require to be filled up at the

meeting at which this Report is read. On the 10th of

February next the Academy will also be called upon to

elect two Academicians in room of the late Robert Herd-

man and Norman Macbeth.

III. At a Special General Meeting of the Academicians,

held on the 30th of December, Mr. Josef Israels and Mr.

William Bell Scott were elected Honorary Members of the

Academy, in recognition of their great merit as Artists, and
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of the high position they respectively had attained in their

profession .

1

IY. The following is the Eeport of the Librarian and

Curators of the Library :

—

“ The books, prints, and drawings are in good condition, and duly

catalogued up to date.

“ The attendance at the Library still shows a steady increase,

especially that of the Life-class Students.

“ The following additions have been made to the Library :

—

‘‘Memorial Catalogue of the French and Dutch Loan Collection,

Edinburgh International Exhibition 1886. Edinburgh, 1888.

Imperial 4to.

Presented by Messrs. T. & A. Constable.

“ Maitland of Lethington and the Scotland of Mary Stuart. A
History, by John Skelton, Advocate

;
Doctor of Laws of the Uni-

versity of Edinburgh
;
Author of the ‘Essays of Shirley.’ Edinburgh,

1888. Vol. II. Demy 8vo.

Presented by The Author.

“ Tinted drawing by Alexander Cozens.

Presented by Sir William Fettes Douglas, P.R.S.A.

“ Artist’s Proof, Photogravure of Sir Noel Paton’s ‘ Oberon and

Titania.’

Presented by The Royal Association for the Promotion of the
Fine Arts in Scotland.

“ Two etchings by George Aikman, A.R.S.A., from portraits of the

late Samuel Hay, Manager of the Union Bank, and Lord Blackburn.

Presented by George Aikman, A.R.S.A.

“ A Portfolio of Drawings executed about the end of last century,

of Castles and Houses in Scotland.

“ Practical Perspective applied to Artistic and Industrial Design,

by Armand Cassagne. Translated from the French by G. Murray

Wilson. New and enlarged edition, containing 265 Geometrical

Figures and 60 Picturesque Applications drawn by the Author.

London, 1886. Demy 8vo.

<£ Le Costume Historique. Cinq Cents Planches, Trois Cents en

Couleurs, Or et Argent, Deux Cents en Camaieu. Recueil publie

1 Letters from these gentlemen, acknowledging their elections, will be

found in the Appendix.
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sous la direction de M. A. Racinet, Auteur de l’Ornement Polychrome,

avec des Notices explicatives, une Introduction Gdndrale, des Tables

et une Glossaire. Paris, Librairie de Firmin-Didot et Cie
,
1888.

Small 4to.

“ Praeterita : Outlines of Scenes and Thoughts perhaps worthy

of Memory in my Past Life, by John Ruskin, LL.D. Vol. II.

Sunnyside, Orpington, Kent, 1886-87. Demy 8vo.

“ A briefe and true Report of the new found Land of Virginia

—

of the Commodities, and of the Nature and Manners of the natural!

Inhabitants, by Thomas Hariot, a Member of the Colony, and there

imployed in discouering. A Reproduction of the edition printed at

Frankfort, in 1590, at the expense of Theodore de Bry. Edited by

W. Harry Rylands, F.S.A. Holbein Society, 1888. Imperial 4to.

(Signed) “ Otto Leyde, Librarian.

W. F. Vallance, Curator.

D. W. Stevenson, Curator.”

V. The Visitors of the Life School report as follows :

—

“ The Visitors have the pleasure of reporting to the President

and Council satisfactory progress of the Royal Scottish Academy

Life School.

“ The Session of 1887-88 commenced on the 7th of November

1887, and ended on 29th of June 1888, having 123 morning and

125 evening meetings. The aggregate morning attendance was

2262, and the aggregate evening attendance 2245, giving an

average at each class of about 1 8 respectively.

“ During the session 1 1 students retired and 12 were admitted

—

the roll at the end of the session being 27.

“ In regard to the Studies in black and white, the Visitors have

during the session discouraged the use of charcoal by the younger

students, on the ground that it is apt to lead to blackness and a

want of definition and delicacy of drawing, which ought to be the

first aim of the beginner in drawing from the life.

(Signed) “ Otto Leyde, Visitor.

Robert Cibb, Visitor.

W. D. M‘Kay, Visitor.

J. Lawton Wingate, Visitor.”
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The Council thoroughly agree with the foregoing report,

and in addition are glad to be able to commend the high

quality of the studies in colour to which the prizes have

been awarded.

The Stuart Prize has called forth but few competitive

designs this year, two studies in black and white, and two

paintings only having been submitted, and none of them can

be considered very satisfactory in design and composition,

which are the qualities desiderated in competition for this

prize. The Council would also comment on the absence of

all competition in Sculpture, for which the prize is peculiarly

adapted.

After a careful examination of the studies and competi-

tion designs the Prizes were awarded as follows :

—

The Chalmers Bursary, . . W. Marshall Brown.

For the Best Drawing from the Life, A. G. Sinclair.

For the Second Best, . . . John Stewart.

The Keith Prize, for the Best \

Work of a Student in this tW. S. MacGeorge.

year’s Exhibition, J

Maclaine-Watters Medal, . . David Noble.

Extra Prize, .... William Milne.

The Stuart Prize, W. Marshall Brown.

YI. The following additions have been made to the

Academy’s Collection of Works of Art, etc., during the

past year :—

•

1. “Wat and Wearie,” by Robert Alexander, R.S.A.

Diploma Work.

2. A Portfolio of Drawings executed about the end of last century,

of Castles and Houses in Scotland.

Purchased by The Academy.
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3. A Proof Copy of the Memorial Catalogue of the French and

Dutch Loan Collection, Edinburgh International Exhibition 1886.

Presented by Messrs. T. & A. Constable.

4. Artist’s Proof of the Photogravure of the Quarrel of Oberon

and Titania, by Sir Noel Paton, R.S.A., LL.L., Limner to Her

Majesty for Scotland.

Presented by The Loyal Association for Promotion of the

Fine Arts in Scotland.

5. Head of a Young Girl in Marble, by the late T. Stuart

Burnett, A.E.S.A.
Purchased by The Academy.

6. Vol. ii. of “ Maitland of Lethington and the Scotland of Mary

Stuart,” by John Skelton, C.B., LL.D., Advocate.

Presented by The Author.

7. Tinted Drawing, by Alexander Cozens.

Presented by Sir Wm. Fettes Douglas, P.R.S.A., LL.D.

8. Two etchings by George Aikman, A.R.S.A., of portraits of the

late Samuel Hay, Manager of the Union Bank, and Lord Blackburn.

Presented by George Airman, A.R.S.A.

The best thanks of the President and Council were duly

transmitted to the respective donors.

VII. The Council have to report that the Representative

Trusteeship for the Academy of the “ British Institution

Scholarship Fund ” having become vacant by the death of

Norman Macbeth, the Academy, in accordance with the

“ Order for the Establishment of the Scheme,” were called

upon to till up the vacancy, and this was accordingly done

at the Special General Meeting of the Academicians held

on the 30th of March by the appointment of W. E. Lockhart

to the office, and that it was accepted by him.

At the same meeting the gratifying intimation was made

of the President’s recovery from indisposition, and a con-

A 2
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gratulatory resolution containing expressions of tlieir

sympathy and fervent hope for his thorough restoration to

health was transmitted to him in a letter.

VIII. In accordance with the Deed of Constitution ap-

pointing the Managing Board of St. Giles’ Cathedral, wherein

it is provided that it shall consist, along with others, of

Robert Herdman, R.S.A., and, failing him, a member to be

appointed by the Academy, the Council have to report that

at a General Assembly of the Academicians held on the 25th

of April, John Hutchison, R.S.A., was appointed to succeed

the late Robert Herdman in that office, and that he

accepted the appointment.1

IX. With deep regret the Council have to report that the

past year has been sadly marked by the losses sustained by

the Academy—two Academicians and two Associates having

died since the Annual General Meeting in Xovember last.

X. Robert Herdman, R.S.A., died suddenly on the 10th

of January. He was a prominent and staunch supporter

of the Academy, and to them his death, as well as to

Scottish Art, is a great and serious loss. His best services

were ever at the command of the Academy, and in every

question, whether of greater or lesser import, that concerned

the welfare of that body, he took an anxious and unceasing

interest. With the concurrence of the representatives of the

deceased, the Council and a large number of Members and

Honorary Members attended his funeral, as their last tribute

of respect to their late lamented fellow-Member.

1 A letter from Lindsay Mackersy, Esq., W.S., intimating the vacancy

and provisions of the Deed, will be found in the Appendix.
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At a Meeting of the Council held on the 18th of January

the following Minute was unanimously adopted :

—

‘‘With feelings of the deepest sorrow and regret the Council

have to record on their Minutes the death, on the 10th instant,

of their highly esteemed and accomplished brother Academician,

Robert Herdman, who during his thirty years’ connection with the

Academy zealously strove to uphold its honour and dignity. Its

usefulness and prosperity were ever near his heart, and while it

greatly benefited by his wise and temperate counsel, his scholastic

attainments and conspicuous practical ability were at all times

exercised in promoting its best interests. Indefatigable in the

practice of Art,—of the aims and influence of which he had a high

conception,—he contributed liberally to the Exhibitions, and his

works will be greatly missed from the walls. As a painter of

portraits, especially of feminine grace and beauty, and as a

thoughtful and sympathetic delineator of historical incidents, he

must ever hold a prominent place in the history of Scottish Art,

and his removal in the zenith of his reputation and fulness of his

power is greatly to be deplored.

“ The Secretary was instructed to transmit a copy of this Minute

to his widow, and at the same time to convey to her and the

other members of the family the expression of the Council’s heart-

felt sympathy with them in their irreparable loss.”

In 1828, Robert Herdman—the fourth and youngest son

of the Rev. William Herdman—

w

ras born at the Manse of

Rattray, Perthshire. His mother was a daughter of the

Rev. Andrew Walker, minister of Collessie, in Fife. Even

in his early days he manifested a decided taste and ability

for drawing, copying prints, sketching faces, heads, and

animals, on slate and book-board. On the death of his

father in 1838 the family removed to St. Andrews, and

there, in Madras College, he pursued the usual course of

studies, including drawing and painting. At the age of

fifteen he entered the University of St. Andrews, and
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passed through the full Arts curriculum, standing well to

the front at once in Classics, Philosophy, and the Sciences.

Undecided for some time as to what his future occupation

should be, although his inclination all the while was to

be a painter, he went to the College again in 1846 for

another Session, after having begun to teach drawing to

a few private pupils. The following year saw him in

Edinburgh, he having ultimately determined on adopting

Art as a profession, and in 1850 he exhibited for the first

time in the Exhibition of the Academy. In 1852 he

became a pupil of the Board of Trustees’ School, then

under the charge of Robert Scott Lauder, R.S.A. There

he studied with diligence and success, and in 1854 gained,

for the best historical work by a student in the Exhi-

bition, the Academy’s Keith Prize and Bronze Medal.

For fellow-students Herdman had many who at present

occupy prominent positions in Art, and it was gratefully

acknowledged by him, as it has been by others, how much

was due to their able master for his kindly sympathy

and guiding influence. In order to study the Old Masters

he proceeded to Italy in 1855, having with him a com-

mission from the Academy to make a drawing in Water-

Colour from one of Masaccio’s frescoes in the Carmine,

Florence. On his return, however, nine copies in Wr
ater-

Colour, made by him from various works in Italy, were

acquired by the Academy, and they now hang in the

Council-room. While in Italy he executed much original

work, principally of peasant life of that country, including

his Diploma work “ La Culla,” and from that time he

contributed largely to the Annual Exhibitions. He was

elected an Associate in 1858, and attained the full rank

of Academician in 1863.
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XI. Norman Macbeth, R.S.A., died on the 27th of Febru-

ary at London, where for nearly two years he had been

residing, and the Council having learnt that his remains

were to be interred at Glasgow on the 2d of March,

resolved to pay the last tribute of respect to their brother

Academician, by attending the funeral in their official

capacity.

At a Meeting of Council held shortly thereafter the

following Minute was adopted :

—

“The Council regret having to record in their Minutes the

death, at London, on the 27 th of February, of their esteemed

fellow-member, Norman Macbeth, who was a consistent and steady

support of the Academy. In early life he displayed a taste for

drawing, and having a special aptitude and ability for portrait-

painting, he turned his talents almost exclusively to that branch of

Art. At a comparatively early period of his professional career he

secured an extensive practice, and amongst the numerous portraits

which emanated from his easel are included many eminent men,

nearly all of which appeared in the Annual Exhibition. His kindly

disposition won for him the esteem and goodwill of his professional

brethren.

“ The Secretary was instructed to transmit a copy of this Minute

to his son, Robert Macbeth, A.R.A., and at the same time to con-

vey to him and the other members of the family the expression of

the Council’s sympathy with them in their bereavement.”

Born in 1821 at Greenock, where his father was con-

nected with the Excise, Norman Macbeth when a boy

was apprenticed to an engraver in Glasgow, with whom he

served seven years. On the completion of his indenture

he proceeded to London, and attended the schools of the

Royal Academy, copying at the same time in the National

Gallery. Afterwards he visited Paris for a short time, and

studied in the Louvre. Returning to his native town in

1841, he began to practise as a portrait-painter, and rapidly
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got into notice, which led him in 1848 to remove to

Glasgow, and there for a number of years he worked with

great success. In 1861 he came to Edinburgh, and met

with considerable encouragement, his western connection

at the same time being kept up. Ultimately, about two

years ago, he removed to London, and during his residence

there was appointed by the Academy their Representative

Trustee of the British Institution Scholarship Fund. He
was elected an Associate in 1870, and an Academician

in 1880.

XII. Thomas Stuart Burnett, one of the youngest and

most promising Associates of the Academy, died after a

short illness on the 3d of March. He was born in 1853,

at Edinburgh, where his father is a lithographic printer.

As a sculptor, he studied in his youth under the late

William Brodie, R.S.A., and while with him attended the

Board of Trustees’ School, where he was successful in gain-

ing the National Gold Medal for the year 1875. He entered

the Life School of the Academy as a student in 1876, and

went through the prescribed number of years’ study. There

he gained several prizes for modelling, including half of the

Stuart Prize for 1880. By this time he had begun to take

a very good position as a sculptor, and the works he pro-

duced added yearly to his reputation, and gave evidence of

his continued progress in his art, even to the very end of

his too short life. Amongst his more considerable works

may be mentioned the marble statue of Rob Roy, and the

bronze statue of the late General Gordon, the latter work

being erected at Aberdeen.

XIII. The oldest Associate of the Academy, the vener-

able John Irvine, died at Dunedin, Otago, on the 22d of

June. He was born at Lerwick, Shetland, on the 5th
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of June 1805. His father had been in the Eoyal Havy, and

was one of the few saved from the Sceptre, wrecked in Table

Bay in 1799. He early displayed a taste for drawing, but

was left in his tenth year, when his father died, to fight

his own way in the world. This he bravely endeavoured

to do, but, bent on studying Art, and to earn a livelihood,

he left his island home before he was twenty-one and came to

Edinburgh. Shortly afterwards, however, he proceeded to

London, where in the Schools of the Boyal Academy he

studied with great assiduity, and gained a medal in 1828

for his studies from the antique. Herbert, Etty, and Maclise

were among his fellow-students, and with them he was on

terms of friendly intimacy. John Irvine exhibited a portrait

in the first Exhibition of the Scottish Academy in 1827,

and in the following Exhibition he had two portraits. He
returned to Edinburgh in 1832, and from that year till 1858,

notwithstanding a break of three years’ residence again in

London, from 1840 to 1843, he contributed liberally to the

Annual Exhibitions. The state of his health in 1858

induced him to go to Melbourne in Australia, where his son

was in business, and for three years he did not fail to send a

work to the Exhibition from that distant land. He finally

ceased to exhibit in the Academy in 1862. Erom that

time, however, till nearly three years ago, he produced a

number of portraits of the notables of Otago, to which place,

after a brief stay in Melbourne, he had removed in 1863.

He was President of the Art Society of Dunedin, and took a

deep interest in its progress. Professedly a portrait-painter,

he also produced a number of figure and marine subjects as

well as compositions in fruit and flowers. He was elected

an Associate of the Academy in 1834.

XIY. To the foregoing sad record of losses sustained by

the Academy through death, the Council feel, with deep
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regret, that they have yet to add that of another friend,

namely, that of Sir William Johnston of Kirkhill, on the 7th

of February, who, during his term of occupancy of the Civic

Chair, rendered invaluable personal service to the Academy,

in connection with the site on which their Galleries and the

National Galleries are erected. In recognition of these ser-

vices, and the active interest he had taken in their welfare, the

President, Sir John Watson Gordon, was requested by the

Academy to paint Sir William’s portrait, to be preserved in

their Collection, and it now adorns the walls of the National

Gallery. To the Academy as a body, and its individual

members, Sir William ever cherished the kindliest feelings,

and at their Annual Banquet, where he was always an

honoured and a welcome guest, his genial presence will be

greatly missed.

XY. In accordance with the Charter, Section ill., Art. 1 3,

the vacant seat at the Council, caused by the death of

Kobert Herdman, was filled up by the appointment of

W. Beattie Brown, R.S.A., at a meeting of Council held on

the 16th of January.



APPENDIX.

Letters expressing Thanks on Election to Honorary

Membership.

Penkill Castle, Girvan, Ayrsh[re,

5th January 1888.

Dear Sir,

I duly received your very agreeable letter of the 31st

December 1887, intimating that the Royal Scottish Academy had

done me the honour to elect me an Honorary Member of that

body. I beg to acknowledge with the highest regard and gratitude

this proof of the approbation of the body which so ably represents

the Fine Arts in my native country, binding together, as it does,

ray earliest and my latest years.

I believe I must be now the oldest member of the Academy,

except my dear friend Sir John Steell, as I drew in the Trustees’

Antique Gallery while both Messrs. Duncan and Macnee were still

students there, with permission to paint instead of to draw in

chalks, a process so much followed a few years later by Mr. R. S.

Lauder.

Again expressing thanks to the Council aLd general body of

Members of the Academy,

I am, Dear Sir,

Very sincerely yours,

WILLIAM BELL SCOTT.

To George Hay, Esq., R.S.A.,

Secretary to the Royal Scottish Academy.
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The Hague, Holland, Jan. 8th, 18S8.

To the Secretary of the Royal Scottish Academy.

Dear Sir,

I am indeed much flattered that the honour of being

a Member of your illustrious College is bestowed on me, and I ask

you the favour to thank very heartily the Council of the R.S.A. I

hope if possible to show my gratitude by sending some of my works,

and I recommend me and my art further more in your high esti-

mated attention.—Believe me, Dear Sir,

Your most sincerely thankful servant,

JOSEF ISRAELS.

Letter anent appointing a Member of the Managing

Board of St. Giles’.

St. Giles’ Cathedral, Edinburgh, 1 Qth Feb. 1888.

Dear Sir,

By the death of Mr. Robert Herdman, R.S.A., a

vacancy has been created in the Managing Board of St. Giles’.

By the Deed of Constitution appointing the Board it is provided

that it shall consist of

The Lord Provost of Edinburgh for the time being.

The Lord Justice-General for the time being.

The Minister for St. Giles’ for the time being.

Mr. Robert Herdman, R.S.A., and failing him, by a member to

be appointed by the Royal Scottish Academy.

A Member to be appointed by the Edinburgh Ecclesiastical

Commissioners.

Dr. William Chambers of Glenormiston, and failing him his

nephew, Mr. Robert Chambers.

It now, therefore, falls to the Royal Scottish Academy to

exercise the power conferred upon it by appointing a Member

of the Managing Board, and it will be a favour if you will bring

the matter under the notice of your Council at your earliest

convenience.

—

I remain, Dear Sir,

Yours truly,

LINDSAY MACKERSY, Secretary.

George Hay, Esq., Secretary, Royal Scottish Academy,

7 Ravelston Terrace.
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At the Annual Meeting of the Eoyal Scottish Academy

of Painting, Sculpture, and Architecture, held in the

Library of the Academy on Monday, the 14th of November

1888, the Office-bearers were elected, and the Council

declared for the ensuing year, as follows :

—

Council.

SIR WILLIAM FETTES DOUGLAS, President and Trustee.

OTTO T. LEYDE, Esq.

W. F. YALLANCE, Esq.

W. SEATTLE-BROWN, Esq.

ROBERT ALEXANDER, Esq.

GEORGE REID, Esq.

ROBERT GIBB, Esq.

GEORGE HAY, Esq., Secretary and Trustee.

JOHN HUTCHISON, Esq., Treasurer and Trustee.

WILLIAM M‘TAGGART, Esq
,
Trustee.

W. F. YALLANCE, Esq.,
}
> Auditors.

ROBERT GIBB, Esq., j

OTTO T. LEYDE, Esq., Librarian.

W. F. YALLANCE, Esq., )
>• Curators of Library.

ROBERT ALEXANDER, Esq., j

ROBERT GIBB, Esq.,

W. D. M‘KAY, Esq.,

J. LAWTON WINGATE, Esq.,

D. W. STEYENSON, Esq.,

CLARK STANTON, Esq., Curator of Life School.

|>
Visitors of the Life Academy.

Note.

—

At the same Meeting Messrs. G. 0. Beid, James

Guthrie, and Thomas Scott were elected Associates of the

Academy.
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